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Editorial
World Youth in Sharm El-Sheikh 

 for Peace and Development
The Sharm El-Sheikh Declaration for Peace and Development, issued at the end of  the World 

Youth Forum (4-9 November 2017) under the auspices of  President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, set out 
a new roadmap for peace towards a better world where peace and inter-culture dialogue prevail. 
This roadmap is inspired by the youths’ potentials, will and mentality, as the Declaration has 
included recommendations set by the Forum and drafted by proposals and opinions which the 
youths, from Egypt and other countries, came out with during the different sessions of  the Forum.

Establishing a center for inter-culture rapprochement and an Egyptian-African youth center 
to provide due attention to African youths have been among those recommendations. Also, the 
youths proposed the formation of  a secretariat for the national academy for youth empowerment 
and a think-tank commission drawn from experts from different world countries with a mandate 
to set out a global strategy to counter the risks of  illegal migration, extremism and illiteracy. 
The WYF also called for establishing a regional center for finance of  small and micro projects.    

The World Youth Forum (WYF), in itself, has been the outcome of  the youths’ recommendations 
set out in previous youth conferences held in Egypt. During the proceedings of  the WYF, Egypt’s 
far-sightedness has been proven as President Sisi said the right to fight against terrorism has 
to be listed among universal human rights given that protecting human lives is an obligation 
everybody needs to adhere to. Moreover, the interventions of  President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, 
during the proceedings of  the World Youth Forum, better reflected a total understanding of  
local, regional, and international issues. The President reiterated the need for the continued 
improving of  the youths’ potentials, citing the efforts exerted by the government for creating 
new job opportunities, providing better education, housing and health services and its strong 
support for small and medium projects. 

The sessions of  the WYF made a positive impression that the world youths have a deep 
conviction in the importance of  their roles and tasks towards a better future for all peoples in 
the globe. They also become aware that it is urgent to act immediately to consolidate the values of  
understanding and coexistence among cultures, religions, civilizations, irrespective of  differences. 
The youths, drawn from the whole world, have paid tribute to Egypt and its people for giving 
them the opportunity to speak up their mind and learn about the experiences of  the other. The 
wide participation at the WYF has reflected confidence in Egypt and its success stories in different 
fields, particularly on counter terrorism and consolidating stability. On the other hand, President 
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi has announced that Egypt will organize this forum annually, a strong sign 
of  the WYF’s success in showing Egypt as a country that carries a message of  peace, knowledge 
and coexistence among cultures and civilizations. Indeed, the most important message that came 
out of  the Forum is that Egypt has the power to gap differences among the world peoples, as it 
has been the cradle of  civilization and culture.
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World Youth Forum, genuine opportunity
for cultures convergence 

Under the auspices of President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, Egypt hosted the World Youth Forum 

in Sharm El-Sheikh (4-9 November, 2017). 3000 invitees from different youth backgrounds 

have participated in the proceedings of the Forum. The list has included heads of state, princes, 

and international youth leading figures, powerful youth models in different spheres, as well as 

groups from different countries in the world. The National Youth Conference, held in Egypt 

five times, has been a platform for direct communication between the Egyptian State, with 

its different institutions, and the promising Egyptian youths who aspire for a better future 

for their homeland. The NYC has been held first in Sharm el-Sheikh, and then it sprawled to 

Aswan, Ismailia, Kafr El-Sheikh and Alexandria. In April 2017, President Abdel Fattah El-

Sisi announced, at the end of the Fourth National Youth Conference in Ismailia, that he joined 

voice with the Egyptian youths in inviting youths from all over the globe to participate in 

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi delivered 10 messages to the world during the first day of the World Youth Forum
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A participant from Europe

the World Youth Forum that was held in Sharm 

El-Sheikh recently. The goal is to convey a 

message of peace, love, and development from 

the lands of Egypt. The agenda of the WYF has 

included different issues to the interest of youth 

categories in the world. Among those issues are 

counter-terror, climate change, illegal migration, 

refugees, sustainable development, technology 

and business pioneering, inter-culture dialogue, 

and making of future leadership. The WYF has 

included a simulation of the UN Security Council 

in which more than 60 youths have taken part. 

The Forum has left a good impression in the 

minds of participants and discussed a number of 

issues to the interest of regional and international 

public opinion.

A delegation of Saudi university students participated in the activities of the World Youth Forum

A participant from Africa
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President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi inaugurated 

activities of the World Youth Forum in 

Sharm El-Sheikh, with more than 3000 

youths from 113 countries and 52 official 

delegations attending. Under the slogan 

“All For Peace and Development”, youth 

and sports ministers from 19 countries, in 

addition to envoys of the UN Secretary General and of the African Union, attended.

Under the auspices of President Sisi, pressing world issues were discussed over 46 working 

sessions that mainly centered on how to best empower young men to achieve sustainable 

development. Terrorism, extremism and illegal immigration were also high on the agenda of 

meetings.

The opening ceremony started by a pro-peace song that was performed by a number of 

singers from different nationalities.

 World Youth Forum kicks off with 3000 youths
from 113 countries

 A Group of  young singers from different countries performed in the World Youth Forum opening
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Rachel, an entrepreneur from Malawi, talked about her 

experience in supporting youths. She said her aim is to 

empower a new generation of youths who are especially 

qualified to be technology inventors, as well as to help 

provide new job opportunities.

A short film was shown during the opening ceremony on correspondence among people 

who do not have an address, including refugees and those displaced as a result of waging wars 

in several parts of the world.

Lamia Heggi Bashar, from Iraq, reviewed her misery over 20 months of Daesh rule in Sinjar 

region which is home to Yazidi minority. She told the audience her story that began by offering 

Ghada Wali, a graphic designer from Egypt who 

was awarded a number of world prizes, reviewed kinds 

of human communication. Ancient Egyptians used 

visual contact via drawing, colors and Hieroglyphics 

to write their history, she said. Wali voiced hope the 

field of visual contact would witness a major change 

in a way that would serve peace to prevail in the world.

Soheil Abdel Moghni, a Yemeni activist in the field of women 

education, said his country suffered from the scourge of wars that resulted in the drop-out 

of more than five million school pupils after closing or destroying 70 percent of schools 

nationwide. Abdel Moghni added education, and especially women education, can help any 

nation overcome major problems including terrorism, female under-age marriage, bribery, 

rape, child recruitment in wars, poverty and global warming. Education of Yemeni girls needs 

intensified national and international efforts, he said.
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her for sale and ended by her medical trip in Germany. Bashar said she was keen to visit many 

European capitals and take part in many conferences to speak about the suffering of women in 

the hands of extremist and terrorist elements. All victims, however, are still ready to contribute 

to pro-peace efforts to rebuild their country and fight terrorism and extremism, she noted. 

An architect from Ecuador lauded holding the WYF in Sharm El-Sheikh, saying it 

represents a big opportunity to exchange ideas and find solutions for many current problems. 

She especially highlighted the necessity to find a solution for the world housing issue via 

exchanging information and finding the tools that would help each of us lead a better life.

Mohamed Ali Ibrahim, a visual effects’ expert who gained many world awards in the field 

of film designing, also addressed the opening session. The current generation has become able 

to communicate effectively compared to older generations, he said, urging youths to opt for 

self-development in order to have a better future.

American actress Helen Hunt also addressed the audience. She praised Egypt’s 

civilization and said Egypt represents for her the values of tranquility, honesty and 

transparency. Young men need to talk and benefit from experiences of others, she 

said, asserting the importance of the World 

Youth Forum. But she said more importantly 

is that the outcome of the current forum would 

be reflected in our daily life. Hunt voiced her 

support of women all over the world, urging 

men to stand in the face of crimes of rape and 

sexual harassment.
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Sisi calls for safe world away violence, 
discrimination

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi gives a speech at the inaugural ceremony of the World Youth Forum

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi said terrorism violates and ruins humanity, stressing that 

he will list fighting terrorism as one of human rights in Egypt. We must all take up our 

historical responsibilities in creating a better vision for tomorrow that includes a safe and 

stable world whose members live in peace and enjoy freedom of belief and opinion without 

violence or religious, sectarian, ethnic or sexual discrimination, he said in his address to the 

inaugural session of the World Youth Forum.
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President Sisi welcomed all participating 

guests who came to beloved Sinai, the land 

of peace and love, saying he is happy with 

the big participation of energetic Egyptian 

youths who came to Sharm El Sheikh to have 

a hand in making their country’s future on the 

foundations of peace and development.

He voiced his gratitude of Egyptian youths 

who tirelessly seek to create a better future 

that will materialize their aspirations and 

ambitions.

Sisi said Egypt is trying to exercise its 

historic role in drawing up a vision for 

peace and stability, adding that it is time to 

reconsider all theories and visions that led to 

eruption of wars and conflicts and the spread 

of terrorism and violence.

President Sisi said the great youths of Egypt 

managed to impose their will and preserve 

their identity, civilization and their heritage 

against those who tried to erase their identity 

and ruin their civilization.

Those youths managed to defeat radical 

groups that took the killing and violence 

as a tool to impose their ideologies which 

are stained with the blood of innocents, the 

president said.

Terrorism will not be able to undermine 

Egyptian youths’ will and dreams even if it 

killed their innocent bodies, he said.

Those youths are the extension of their 

ancestors who have fought against every evil 

facing humanity or seeking to destroy human 

civilizations.

While fighting terrorism with unbreakable 

will, Egyptian youths are continuing to build 

their country and make their present and 

future. 

President Sisi said exchanging views and 

visions are the key to addressing all challenges 

besetting the country.

He urged youths to hold dialogue based on 

sound foundations and away from any form 

of discrimination, saying God has created us 

different and this is one of his mercies.

Today’s unique gathering gives us hope that 

humanity is still capable of holding dialogue 

and turning the dream of peace into a reality, a 

dream of a world without refugees, homeless 

or poor, a world free of discrimination and 

a world without extremists battling only for 

destruction, the president said at the end of his 

speech. 
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On November 6,  WYF sessions addressed a number of issues, including:

“

• Differences among Cultures and Civilizations: Conflict or Integration?

• Discussion of the AU Theme of the Year: Harnessing the Demographic Dividend through 

Investments in Youth.

• A Youth Vision to Achieving Sustainable Development at a Global level.

• Panel Discussion on the Adverse Impacts of Irregular Migration on Youth around the World.

• Reviewing means of Cooperation in the Field of Irregular Migration in the Mediterranean 

Region.

• Towards a World United by Literature and Arts… A Vision for AchievingPeace through 

Culture.

• How Can Literature and Arts Mend What Conflicts and Wars Destroy?

• The Egyptian Experience in Building the Future – A Presentation of the Presidential 

Leadership Program (PLP) and the National Academy For Youth Training.

• Examples of the Leaders of the Future. 

“Differences among Cultures and Civilizations: Conflict or Integration?” Session



12

On November 7, the forum discussed:

• Challenges and Issues Facing World Youth. Means to overcome towards building a better 

future.

• Entrepreneurship and Innovation…The Youth Shape the future of the World.

• The Egyptian Experience in Hosting Refugees.

• Capitalizing on the potentials of Youth to Achieve Development.

• Dialogue among Generations.

• The Cultural Dimension of 

Globalization and its Impact 

on Youth’s Cultural Identity.

• The role of press freedom in 

nation.

• Promoting Youth Participation 

in Decision-Making.

• Inspiring Experiences from 

the youth Around the World.

“Inspiring Experiences from the youth Around the World” Session

“The Egyptian Experience in Hosting Refugees” Session
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On November 8, the forum discussed:

• Role of Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) in Achieving the Sustainable

• Development Goals (SDGs).

• The future of Global Climate Change.

• The impact of Technology on Education.

• Women’s Role in Decision-Making Circles.

• Means to Enhance Women’s Political, Social and Economic Participation?

• Rebuilding State Institutions in Conflict Zones.

• Youth Contribution to Building and Keeping Peace in Conflict and Post-Conflict Zones.

• Youth Social Responsibility and Volunteering.

• The Role of Cinema in Combating Extremism.

• The Impact of War and Conflict in eroding the Identity of the youth.

“Means to Enhance Women’s Political, Social and Economic Participation?”Session
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Youth urged to document discussions at UNSC simulation session 
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi called on youth taking part in the simulation session of the 

UN Security Council to document all their discussions and recommendations and send them 

to the Security Council. This will be the first youth-made document to be prepared at an 

international conference bringing youths from all around the world in Egypt, Sisi said at the 

closing session of the simulation session of the UN Security Council organized as part of 

the World Youth Forum. He said young people who participated in this session made tireless 

efforts over the past few days and got engaged in fruitful discussion.

Though many youth do not sense the importance of the UN Security Council’s role in 

achieving international peace and security, I believe that this international organization plays 

a great role in this regard, he said, calling on youth to list the number of conflicts before and 

after the establishment of the UN.

He said many countries before the UN establishment felt threatened by major countries 

but now this feeling declined to a great extent as there is an international law regulating 

international relations. 

President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi with French Europe and Foreign Affairs Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian in UN Security 
Council Simulation Session
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President Sisi called on the youth to prepare 

an appropriate and full document about the 

outcome of their discussions at the UNSC 

simulation session, saying it might be put at 

the UN Museum to signal that world youth 

who gathered in Egypt have discussed all 

issues of importance, especially terrorism, in 

a civilized way.

He said a delegation will head for the UN 

to hand over the document, adding that the 

Egyptian Foreign Ministry will give a hand 

in this regard. He thanked all participants, 

saying you really made us feel that we are in 

the Security Council.

French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le 

Drian, who attended the session, praised the 

role played by the youths during the session, 

describing their discussions as deep and 

distinguished. Delegations at the Security Council simulation session

Delegations at the Security Council simulation session

Recommendations by Security Council simulation session are to be submitted to UN
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President Sisi at closing session:

World Youth Forum participants 

made it world-class event 

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi said he is 

proud of the youths who participated in the 

World Youth Forum in Sharm El-Sheikh, 

making it a world-class event. Addressing the 

closing session of the forum, President Sisi 

said the event was a chance for exchanging 

views and listening to different visions. Youths 

participating in the forum have designed an 

icon of enthusiasm and purity, he said, adding 

the gathering is shining with positive power. 

“They have engaged in a unique dialogue and 

used discussions as a path for self-realization 

and expression of visions and ideas,” he noted. 

We have seen youth models that inspired 

us to be determined to achieve our dreams 

and the dreams of the youth across the whole 

world, President Sisi said.  The president 

voiced appreciation to the forum’s organizing 

committee for the successful organization. I 

was pretty sure, when I responded to the call 

of my country’s youth to hold this forum, that 

the youth are able to take decisions and act 

to achieve ambitions, Sisi said.  The president 

stressed that resorting to the youth energies 

could be the only way to face conflicts and 

wars as well as enormous political, economic 

and social challenges. This forum could be a 

platform for communication between world 

youths, Sisi added, affirming that Cairo would 

fully support such a platform. 

President Sisi said the world through 

youths and their diversified great potentials 

has a genuine human value, which should 

be protected and preserved. Values can only 

be achieved if cultural and civilizations are 

integrated, Sisi added. He highlighted the 

importance of investing in youths as a means 

to serve future generations.

At the closing session, President Sisi read out 

the recommendations of the WYF as follows: 

Firstly: Assigning the organizing committee 

of the World Youth Forum to take measures 

to turn the forum into an international center 

concerned with Arab-African-international 

dialogue between the word’s youths.

Second: Tasking the Foreign Ministry to 

coordinate with concerned state bodies and 

international agencies, topped by the UN 

General Assembly, to adopt decisions issued 

by a simulation of the UN Security Council 

that was carried out by youths from Egypt and 

the world during the forum.

Third: Assigning the organizing committee 

to hold the forum annually in November in 

Sharm El-Sheikh.
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Fourth:The ministries of culture, antiquities, 

higher education, and planning shall take the 

necessary actions to establish a center for culture 

and civilization integration. The center aims at 

finding a mechanism for communication and 

rapprochement of cultures. 

Fifth: The WYF’s organizing committee 

shall work, in coordination with the state 

agencies in concern, to establish an Egyptian-

African center for youths which should 

provide shelter for “youth power”. 

Sixth: The National Academy to Train and 

Qualify Youths’ board of trustees will work on 

a plan of academic and cultural exchange with 

foreign academies, institutions and training 

centers to find scholarships for students from 

Arab, African, Asian and Latin American 

countries. 

Seventh: The organizing committee shall 

form a sub-committee of experts from various 

countries to develop a strategy to confront 

illegal immigration, extremism and illiteracy. 

The strategy shall be put up for discussion 

during the next round of the World Youth 

Forum in 2018. 

Eighth: The ministers of higher education 

and communications and information 

technology shall work together in cooperation 

with the Academy of Scientific Research and 

Technology to establish a regional center 

for technology innovation. The center is meant 

to provide scientific and financial support for 

innovators from Arab and African countries. 

Ninth: The forum’s organizing committee 

will host delegations of youths from various 

countries to hold workshops and seminars 

over 2018 to discuss files listed on the agenda 

of this year’s edition of the forum. 

Tenth: The cabinet shall work in cooperation 

with the ministries in concern to establish a 

regional entrepreneurship and SMEs support 

center. 

Egypt is keen on facing terrorism, 

President Sisi said, adding “terrorism cannot 

be only countered by correcting the religious 

discourse, but also by dialogue and discussion.” 

“Egyptians are leading a wide-scale battle on 

behalf of the mankind,” he noted. “Egyptian 

women are offering their sons and husbands 

for this battle that Egypt is fighting on behalf 

of the world,” he added.

The president asserted the forum aimed 

to discharge of the negative powers that 

lead to despair and frustration, and as a 

charger of positive power. “The forum was 

an opportunity for communication with each 

other and dialogue,” he concluded.
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President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi honored 

a number of young people participating 

in the World Youth Forum in Sharm El-

Sheikh. Among those honored is Mohamed 

Ali, an Egyptian living in the United States. 

He is a renowned designer of visual effects 

who contributed to many world movies. 

The president also honored a female youth 

who founded the first technological center 

in Malawi. Youssef Sadek, an Egyptian 

composer and a conductor living in the United 

States, was also honored.

At the closing session of the World Youth 

Forum in Sharm El-Sheikh, President Sisi 

honored Egypt’s Mohamed El-Husseini, the 

world’s first swimmer with Down Syndrome 

who is trying to cross the English Channel. 

He swam 16 km in seven hours non-stop. A 

Sisi honors youth participating at World Youth Forum

Swedish youth who designed a low-cost mobile 

house for refugees was also honored. Ahmed 

Gamal, from Egypt, who was ranked first in 

medicine in the world at the International 

Exhibition of Inventions of Geneva 2017 was 

also honored.

Lamia Bashar, a girl from Iraq and a victim 

of the terrorist Daesh group, was honored. The 

president also honored Mahmoud Wael, who 

won the world’s smartest kid award in 2005 

and is the youngest computer programmer in 

the world.  He also honored Mahmoud Shalabi, 

who obtained a psychology diploma in self-

realization and certificates in life coaching. 

An Indonesian, who designed at the age of 

10 four applications to help underprivileged 

families find places to have food, was also 

honored.

President Sisi honors a female youth from MalawiPresident Sisi honors Mohamed El-Husseini
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President Sisi honors Ahmed Gamal President Sisi honors Yuma Soerianto

 President Sisi honors  Anoka Primrose President Sisi honors Yazidi activist Lamiya Ajj Bashar

 President Sisi honors Mahmoud Wael President Sisi honors Mahmoud Shalabi
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“How does the world create its leaders?” Session

Making leaders of future not bound by providing ideal atmosphere
How does the world create its leaders?” was the title of a session addressed by American 

journalist Leslie Morgan who noted that real leadership emerges from knowing oneself, not 

from knowing others. “Learning is the key to creating leaders in civilized communities,” said 

Morgan. Participants in the World Youth Forum asserted that making the leaders of the future 

is closely related to the existence of a strong will and personal motives that can be further 

promoted to achieve any objectives and stand against any challenges facing youth. They 

reviewed how the world witnessed the emergence of various leaders who challenged their 

tough circumstances and developed the lives to the best. The session was attended by a number 

of successful models of youth who are known for their creativity in various fields. Participants 

also asserted that encouraging children to be leaders is a cornerstone in making them leaders 

in the future.
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World Youth Forum in a snapshot:

• The World Youth Forum (WYF) was inaugurated on 5 November at the dome located at 

Al-Gharaana district of Nabq area. The dome was built for the WYF inauguration.

• The forum was attended by 3,202 youth representing 113 countries.

• Some 309 Egyptian youths joined the WYF, 150 Egyptian youths from abroad, 77 youth 

from the United Nations model, 192 students from government and private universities and 

42 social media influencers.

•  52 official international delegations participated in the event.

• Some 222 speakers from 64 countries spoke in the forum’s 46 sessions which covered 
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Participating countries
Germany, China, Argentina, the UAE, Togo, Chad, Jordan, Lebanon, Senegal, India, 

Hungary, Iraq, Romania, Cyprus, Vietnam, Mauritius, Rwanda, Somalia, Equatorial Guinea, 

Algeria, Yemen, Mauritania, Ethiopia, Uganda, Sudan, Morocco, Nigeria, Zambia, Kazakhstan, 

Palestine, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Gabon, Djibouti, Tunisia, among others.  

many issues including illegal migration, sustainable development and combating terrorism. 

• Countries were being represented in the forum by delegations comprising country presidents, 

prime ministers, ministers and personal envoys. Sultan bin Mohamed Al-Qasimi, ruler of 

the Emirate of Sharjah and member of the Federal Supreme Council of the United Arab 

Emirates together with the Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas were among the attendees.

• The sessions of the forum were translated into seven languages: English, French, Italian, 

German, Portuguese, Spanish and Chinese.

• President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi participated with hundreds of participants in a marathon for 

peace.
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Cairo-Paris, a new age of partnership

Sisi: Egypt keen on adhering to human rights obligations

Macron: Egypt fighting terrorism threatening entire ME region

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi called for coordinating international efforts to eradicate terrorism.
Speaking at a joint press conference with French President Emmanuel Macron, Sisi said his talks 

with Macron focused on efforts exerted to counter terrorism as well as the latest developments in 
Libya, Syria and Iraq. The talks also tackled the reconciliation agreement between the Palestinian 
Fatah and Hamas movements as well as the issue of illegal immigration, Sisi said. He expressed 
hope that his visit to France would be a new starting point for strengthening cooperation 
and partnership between Cairo and Paris. President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi thanked his French 
counterpart Emmanuel Macron for the warm reception he received in Paris, praising historical 
relations between the two countries in all fields.  Speaking at the press conference, Sisi said his 
talks with Macron focused on means of boosting bilateral relations at the political, strategic, 
economic and cultural levels, as well as the Egyptian economic reform program. Sisi added that 
he witnessed the signing ceremony of a number of agreements and memoranda of understanding 
worth 400 million euros in the fields of energy, infrastructure and transportation. An agreement 

French President Emmanuel Macron and President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi at a news conference at the Elysee Palace in Paris, 
France, October 24
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was reached to declare 2019 a year of Egyptian-
French culture and tourism to reflect the depth 
of cultural ties between the two countries, Sisi 
pointed out. At the end of the press conference, 
Sisi invited Macron to visit Egypt soon to probe 
means of fostering prospects of cooperation in 
all fields. 

French President Emmanuel Macron praised 
the visit paid by President Abdel Fattah El-
Sisi to France. Speaking at a press conference 
along with President Sisi, Macron said the 
visit reflects strong relations between Paris 
and Cairo. Macron also voiced pleasure for 
receiving Sisi in Paris for the first time since 
he assumed office in May 2017. The Egyptian 
and French sides tackled several issues as 
part of partnership between the two countries, 
notably the situation in the Middle East region, 
Macron said. France and Egypt are determined 
to bolster bilateral cooperation and continue 
coordination to face issues threatening Egypt 
and the region, French President Emmanuel 
Macron added. Speaking about the fight against 
terrorism, Macron voiced France’s support for 
efforts exerted by Sisi to eradicate this scourge. 
He also offered condolences over the Egyptian 
police martyrs who were killed in Wahat terrorist 
attack. Furthermore, Macron said his talks with 
Sisi tackled the situation in Libya and Syria, as 
well as the fight against terrorist groups, such as 
Daesh and al-Qaeda. An agreement was reached 
with President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi to celebrate 
the 150th anniversary of the inauguration of 

the Suez Canal next year, French President 
Emmanuel Macron said.

Speaking at a press conference with President 
Sisi, Macron stressed his country’s keenness 
on bolstering ties with Egypt in the fields of 
academic education. Furthermore, Macron 
praised the World Youth Forum, held in Sharm 
El-Sheikh city. France hopes that the UN roadmap 
on Libya is enforced soon, he said, adding that 
Paris and Cairo will work together to fight 
terrorist groups and reach a political settlement 
of the Syrian crisis. At the end of his speech, 
Macron thanked President Sisi for his visit and 
wished more flourishing ties between the two 
countries in the coming period.

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi also met with 
French Prime Minister Edouard Philippe. The 
meeting dealt with a number of files of mutual 
interest and ways to boost bilateral relations and 
economic cooperation. The two sides reviewed 

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi with French Prime Minister 
Edouard Philippe
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efforts made by the Egyptian government to 
implement the economic reform program and 
attract more French investments, especially in 
major national projects in a number of vital 
sectors.

The French premier hailed Sisi’s visit to Paris 
and his fruitful talks with his French counterpart 
that reflected the deeply-rooted relations and 
joint keenness on developing cooperation in the 
various fields. Sisi praised historical relations 
between the two countries, stressing keenness 
to develop the outstanding cooperation between 
them to achieve the common interests of the two 
countries and the two friendly peoples. The talks 
dealt with bilateral relations. Philippe stressed 
his country’s keenness to support Egypt’s efforts 
to achieve economic development, pointing to 
aid offered by the French Development Agency 
in this regard. He praised Egypt’s achievements 

in the field of economic reform, referring to 
France’s interest in intensifying cooperation with 
Egypt in the coming period in various fields, 
as well as the interest of French companies in 
expanding their activities, particularly in the 
implementation of major national projects in 
Egypt. The French prime minister said a French 
business community delegation would visit Egypt 
soon to discuss ways to start implementing a 
number of joint projects in various fields.

President Sisi reviewed the economic 
reform measures implemented by the Egyptian 
government, praising the existing cooperation 
between the two countries and the activity of 
the French companies operating in Egypt, which 
amounted to about four billion Euros by the end 
of 2016, distributed over 458 projects in many 
sectors. He expressed his hope to intensify 
this activity in the coming stage, especially in 

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi met with French Prime Minister Edouard Philippe with participation of delegations from both sides
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the fields of transport and energy, as well as interest in benefiting from French expertise in the 
fields of training, capacity building and education. Sisi also reviewed the progress achieved 
in a number of major national projects, as well as the availability of promising investment 
opportunities in the industrial zones and the Suez Canal economic zone, as well as efforts 
made by the Egyptian government to improve the investment environment through a package 
of legislation and unprecedented incentives.

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi conferred as well with French Finance Minister Bruno Le 
Maire on means of buttressing economic cooperation and establishing new projects. A statement 
released by the French Finance and Economy Ministry said the French minister underlined the 
importance of economic partnership with Egypt in the various sectors, saying the new projects 
can be implemented in the coming months. Le Maire also probed providing more facilities to 
increase investment and trade exchange, asserting his country’s backing for the economic reforms 
launched by Sisi two years ago. The two sides signed four letters of intent (LOI) to support 
youth projects of mobile food carts and urban transportation in the Egyptian city of Mansoura. 
Egypt’s Railway Authority also signed LOI with the French National Railway (SNCF) and the 
French independent transportation authority to establish a new metro line.

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi with French Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire
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French President Emmanuel Macron said he agreed with President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
to handle different issues at the diplomatic levels, pointing out that Paris is keen on foiling 
any terrorist attack aimed at undermining its own stability. Macron expressed confidence that 
President Sisi was capable of attaining Egypt’s stability and security via diplomatic channels, 
stressing that his country will stand by Egypt in the fight against terrorism. France is keen on 
launching development projects in Egypt in the fields of power and social protection, he noted. 
The development projects funded by France in Egypt will be finalized in 2018, he said, adding 
that his country is keen on increasing investments in the Suez Canal axis. 

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry and French Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs 
Jean-Yves Le Drian signed 11 cooperation agreements, the French Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement. On the occasion of the official visit paid to France by Egyptian President Abdel Fatah 
El-Sisi, several agreements between France and Egypt were signed, the statement added. These 
agreements are aimed to support the economic and social reforms carried out by the Egyptian 
government, along with developing the renewable energy sector and boosting training cooperation 
for the Egyptian youth, it noted. The agreements cover several fields, inducing the establishment 
and development of the French Egyptian University, and the training of senior officials of the 
Egyptian administrative body. Other loan agreements were signed by the Egyptian government 
and the French Development Agency (AFD) for development projects in various sectors.

Egypt, France FMs sign 11 agreements

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry and French Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs
Jean-Yves Le Drian signed 11 cooperation agreements
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Egypt and France, remarkable history over two centuries

The Egyptian-French relations are based on historical and cultural foundations. The 
scientific mission that accompanied the French Campaign against Egypt had the lead in 
deciphering the Rosetta stone and reading the ancient Egyptian language. Egypt and France 
have maintained distinguished relations in the modern era on the political, economic, cultural, 
educational and  many other fields.

Political relations
Bilateral relations between France and Egypt 

are built on a historically strong ties of friendship 
and confidence, and have developed considerably 
in all areas over the last three years.

High-level bilateral meetings have increased 
considerably, including the visit of President 
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi to France from 25-27 
November 2014, that of  former prime minister 
Ibrahim Mahlab on 13 May 2015, the participation 
of the President of the French Republic as guest 
of honour at the inauguration on 6 August 2015 
of the new Suez Canal, the visit to Cairo of the 
Prime Minister on 10 and 11 October 2015, 
and the State visit of the French President from 
17-19 April 2016.

The two countries have converging positions 
on regional issues such as the Middle East Peace 
Process and Libya, and Egypt is a key partner 
in the fight against terrorism. This partnership 
draws on close defence cooperation. On 16 
February 2015, Egypt signed a €5.2 billion 
contract for the purchase of 24 Rafale fighter 
aircraft, a multi-mission frigate and missiles. 

On 10 October 2015, Egypt signed another 
agreement for the purchase of two Mistral-class 
force projection and command vessels, and on 17 
April 2016 it signed another for the acquisition 
of a military communications satellite.
Economic relations

France is a leading economic partner for 
Egypt. Trade reached €2 billion in 2015, of 
which €1.5 billion of French exports and €0.5 
billion of French imports. The flow of French 
foreign direct investment (FDI) totalled $250 
million in 2015-2016, with stock standing at 
€3.5 billion in 2015.

France’s economic presence in Egypt, made 
up of 160 subsidiaries of French companies 
employing more than 30,000 people, has also 
grown recently. French companies have strong 
positions in key sectors of the Egyptian economy, 
such as industry, agri-food, electrical equipment, 
pharmaceuticals, distribution, hydrocarbon 
exploitation, tourism and infrastructure.

The signing of emblematic contracts for 
our companies regularly confirms the quality 
of our bilateral economic relationship. In the 
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transport sector, the Cairo Metro is a flagship 
project for bilateral cooperation, with significant 
participation by French companies and enjoying 
exceptional French financial support (more than 
€2 billion in concessional financing since 1980). 
In respect of this project, French companies 
were recently awarded contracts for phase 
4A of line 3 (€440 million) and for signaling 
(€170 million), electro-
mechanical equipment 
(€480 million) and civil 
engineering for phase 3 of 
line 3 (€1.12 billion). In 
the military field, several 
major export contracts 
have been concluded: sale of 4 corvettes by 
DCNS (May 2014); 24 Rafale fighter aircraft 
by Dassault Aviation; a multi-mission frigate 
by DCNS and weapon systems by MBDA 
(February 2015). In October 2015, Egypt also 
purchased the two Mistral-class force projection 
and command vessels built by DCNS.
Cultural, scientific and technical cooperation

Cooperation with Egypt is driven in particular 
by the Institut français (French Institute) in 
Egypt, which has three sites (Cairo, Alexandria 
and Heliopolis). In the field of research, the 
French presence is ensured in particular by 
the French Research Institute for Development 
(IRD) and the Centre for Social, Judicial and 
Economic Documentation and Study (CEDEJ), 
focusing on the disciplines of humanities and 
social sciences and carrying out research into 
three themes (Governance and Public Policies, 

Development-Urban Studies-Mobility, and 
Digital Humanities).

France’s leading position in the field of 
archaeology in Egypt is ensured by the French 
Institute of Oriental Archaeology (IFAO), the 
French-Egyptian Centre for the Study of the 
Temples of Karnak (CFEETK), the Centre 
d’Etudes Alexandrines (CEAlex), as well as 

several archaeological 
missions.

The Francophone 
tradition has left its mark 
on the Egyptian elites. Mr 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali 
was the first Secretary-

General of the International Organisation 
of La Francophonie from 1998 to 2002. In 
addition to the two directly-managed schools 
and accredited establishments, bilingual schools 
are the cornerstone of the French-speaking 
community and educate students who go on 
to study French-language courses in higher 
education and at the French University in Egypt 
(UFE), which aim to offer outstanding education.

Finally, in the technical field, France 
implements a wide-ranging cooperation policy 
in Egypt in many sectors, in particular the 
administration and the judiciary. France thus 
participates each year in a cooperation scheme 
which allows Egyptian senior officials and 
judges to be trained at the National School of 
Public Administration (ENA) and the National 
School for the Judiciary (ENM).
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BNY Mellon: Tangible progress of Egypt’s 

economic reform program

Hani Kablawi of the Bank of New York Mellon said Egypt had achieved tangible progress 
thanks to the economic reform program already in effect almost a year ago. Kablawi is the 
Executive Vice President and Head of Investment Services at the BNY Mellon and co-chairs 
the BNY’s Middle East and Africa Management Committee. Kablawi pointed out that Egypt’s 
economic progress was on the rise, citing growing confidence in the country’s economic 
performance after the Government and the Central Bank of Egypt (CBE) applied monetary 
and financial reforms, leading to an increase in the CBE’s foreign currency reserves. Kablawi 
said the BNY Mellon had a positive outlook for the Egyptian market, noting a growing interest 
by sovereign funds and investors extending from Europe, Canada, and the Gulf in the bonds 
issued by the Egyptian government. The BNY Executive Vice President said the progress 
Egypt had achieved would positively reflect on the pricing of the international bonds which the 
Egyptian government would issue in US dollar and Euro in the first quarter of 2018. It is worth 
recalling that the BNY Mellon has been operating in the Middle East through a representation 
office in Egypt since the 1980s. The bank has been working, since, on facilitating the access 
to the Egyptian market by foreign investors via issuing global depositary receipts (GDRs) and 
international bonds in addition to liquidity management and central filing system. 

For his part, Minister of Finance Amr al-Garhi has said a number of foreign investors and 
international financial institutions hailed the economic reform program put into effect by the 
government. Al-Garhi met with a number of investors in New York on the sidelines of the World 
Bank and the International Monetary Fund annual meetings. He said investors were interested 
in the Egyptian market either through injecting direct investments or using debt instruments. 
The minister has indicated Egypt has internal and external financing plan each year that aims 
to diversifying different sources of funding conforming to the rates of external debts and the 
gross domestic product. The Minister of Finance has pointed out that the country considers 
different indices of debts, the GDP, and inflation rate for a better evaluation of its financial and 
economic situation. The aim is to push forward local industrialization process and increase 
revenues towards the revival of the Egyptian economy. 
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Minister of Finance Amr al-Garhi met with his French counterpart Bruno Le Maire during 
the annual meeting of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund in New York. 
Al-Garhi hailed the French support to Egypt as represented in a French loan to back the country’s 
public budget. He pointed out that Egypt would issue Eurobonds in the first quarter of the year 
2018 after the success of the last two bids made by the country. French Minister of Finance 
Bruno Le Maire praised, for his part, the positive developments seen in the Egyptian-French 
relationship, reiterating the keenness of French President Emmanuel Macron on furthering 

bilteral relations at different levels. 
In another development, Mr. Wessam Fattouh, 

Secretary-General of the Union of Arab Banks said the 
saving deposits of the Egyptians at the banks -including 
government savings- rose to an all-time record, hitting LE 
3.070 trillion at the end of July 2017 compared to 3.043 
trillion at the end of June 2017, with an increase of LE 

27 billion. The banking sector is one of the pillars of the Egyptian economy and it possesses 
high liquidity rates that contributed to overcoming lots of international and national crises. This 
means that the banks have enough cash to finance different projects in the country, leading to 
the growth of the GDP.

French support to Egypt’s economic reforms
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Pope Francis blesses Holy Family’s Egypt 
journey as pilgrimage destination

“Blessed Be Egypt, My People”! Egypt indeed is a blessed nation and Pope Francis of the 
Vatican gave the nation much blessing by endorsing the Holy Family’s journey to Egypt as a 
pilgrimage destination. In April 2017, Pope Francis visited Egypt for the first time since late 
Pope John Paul II visited the nation in 2000. On October 3, 2017 His Holiness the Pope of 
the Catholic Church received Minister of Tourism Yehia Rashed with an icon depicting the 
Holy Family in Egypt. The Minister said the step was important toward placing Holy Family’s 
journey in Egypt on the Roman Catholic pilgrimage map in 2018. The pilgrimage route in Egypt 
includes 25 sites, from Sinai in the east to Assiut in the south. The Ministry of Tourism said 
eight locations had been developed to be the key stops of the the pilgrim’s tour. These include 
the tree of the Virgin Mary in Cairo’s Matariya suburb, the churches of Coptic Cairo, and the 
Monastery of Saint Bishoy in Wadi El-Natrun in the desert northwest of Cairo. 

Pope Francis presented Tourism Minister 
Yehia Rashid with an icon depicting the Holy 
Family in Egypt he had blessed, a move 
described by Rashid as “the crowning glory” 
of Egyptian government efforts to revive 

international Christian pilgrimage to Egypt. 
According to Biblical tradition, Mary and 
Joseph fled to Egypt with the infant Jesus to 
escape King Herod’s persecution.

Icon depicting the Holy Family’s journey in Egypt blessed by Pope Francis
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“Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until 
I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.” (Matthew 2:13). In a 
grand celebration, Egypt marked the anniversary of Jesus Christ and Mary the Virgin’s Flight 
into Egypt at el-Maghara and Martyrs Sergius and Waskhos Church. The event brought together 
ministers, politicians, members of the House of Representatives, ambassadors, actors, and other 
dignitaries. In his speech on the occasion, Bishop Demetrios said Egypt carried the spirit of 
Christ and Mary the Virgin and therefore it will be safe and secure forever. Egypt prides itself 
on celebrating this occasion and it will remain an oasis for peace and stability for eternity, the 
participants confirmed. 

The flight of the Holy Family into Egypt has started when “the angel of the Lord appeareth 
to Joseph in a dream, saying Arise and take the young child and his mother and flee into Egypt, 
and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.” 
The Holy Family first landed in the Egyptian city of Al-Arish, and then they headed to Upper 
Egypt, where they lived for four years. The Holy Family moved into many places in Egypt, 
particularly the el-Maghara and Martyrs Sergius and Waskhos Church, the first ever church in 
the world and they stayed there for several months. 

In their journey, the Holy Family stopped at a place called el Mahamma (literally the bathing 
place) because Mary the Virgin bathed Jesus Christ there. There remains a well in that area 

The Holy Family’s journey in Egypt

Virgin Mary Church, Mostorod
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up to the present day. The Family sought a 
shelter from the scorching sun and they find 
shade under a tree which came to be known 
as “Mariam’s Tree”, and has evolved into an 
engrossing attraction for religious tourists. The 
holy oil or the “Chrism” is nowadays prepared 
from the oil of the tree. From Cairo, the Holy 
Family continued their journey into Upper 
Egypt and they stayed for six months in a cave 
that now became the Virgin’s Church. There, 
“an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt, Saying, Arise, and take the 
young child and his mother, and go into the 
land of Israel: for they are dead which sought 
the young child’s life.” Then, the Holy Family 

St Serguis (Abu Serga) Church, Old Cairo

began the return trip that took three years and 
almost 2000 kilometers to accomplish.

Al-Moharraq Monastery, Assiut
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History tells us that ancient Egyptians are the 
first to make drama that tells, through dancing, 
stories and anecdotes. This has been the basis of 
what the world knows today as ballet. Inscriptions 
dating back to the Fifth Dynasty, some 2500 
BC, have shown women dancing in organized 
groups, similar to a great extent to what we see as 
modern ballet. Other inscriptions on the occasion 
of military victories show a form of ballet that 
the ancient Egyptians made to express their 
sorrows, joys, victories etc. Modern ballet 
originated in Italy in the 15th Century and 
was widely celebrated by the aristocracy and 
the noble. From Italy, the art spread to France, 
Russia and other European countries and the 
whole world later. In Egypt, ballet came again 
to the fore in the 1960s, as the Cairo Ballet 
was established in 1966 with “The Fountain 
of Bakhshisarai” as the first show directed by 
Leonid Lavrovsky, the former director of the 
Russian Bolshoi Ballet. Cairo Ballet became 
under the jurisdiction of General Authority 
of the National Cultural Center, affiliated 
with Cairo Opera House, since 
1991. Cairo Ballet consists of 60 
female and male dancers, and after 
being highly influenced by Russian 
ballet style, it has started to employ 
Egyptian dancing experts, giving the 
team a unique Egyptian mode.  

Cairo Ballet has been active 
in presenting a number of world 
ballet classics such as Swan Lake, 
Nutcracker, the Merchant of 

Venice, 
R o m e o 

and Juliet, 
Le Corsaire (The 

Pirate), the Rite of 
Spring, Hamlet, Cinderella. 

But, in addition to world ballet 
classics, Egyptian composers 
made special shows for Cairo 
Ballet such as Osiris made 
by Egyptian composer Gamal 
Abdel Reheem, the Temple of 
Music by Intisar Abdel Fattah, 
Egyptian Steps by Attia Shararah, and the Nile 
by famous pianist Omar Khairat. Since 1972, 
Cairo Ballet has been presenting shows all over 
the world in Russia, Canada, Mexico, France, the 
UK, Ireland, Austria, the USA, China, Bulgaria, 
Czech Republic, Italy, Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, 

Tunisia and other countries. Currently, 
Cairo Ballet is chaired by 
Italian Armenia Kamel, wife 
of late Chief of Opera House 

Dr. Abdel Moneim Kamel, one 
of the prominent ballet figures in 

Egypt, who reorganized the troupe 
in 1990s.

Cairo ballet: 50 years of fine art
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Miss Universe 
2016

During her first visit to Egypt, Miss Universe 
2016, Iris Mittenaere, exclaimed “Long live 
Egypt, Long live Egypt” in Arabic to express 
her love for Egypt and Egyptian people. “I 
have been longing to see Egypt since I was 
a child,” Mittenaere said after she arrived at 
Cairo airport, on October 23. The 24-year-old 
French model and beauty pageant titleholder 
expressed her admiration of the Egyptian 
civilization and Egyptian food. She came 
to the country to promote tourism and offer 
practical educational programs for children 
in Luxor.
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Mittenaere explained that she learned about Egyptian history from her father, a history 
teacher, who used to bring to her books of Pharaonic history and the hieroglyphic language. 
The former Miss Universe now works 
with Smile Train, an international 
organization that provides surgeries 
for children with cleft lips and palates 
in underdeveloped c o u n t r i e s .  S h e 
graduated from lycée with a degree 
in science. After graduating, she moved 
back to Lille, where she attended Lille 2 
University of Health and Law, studying 
dentistry. Mittenaere plans on becoming 
a dental surgeon after graduation.

Miss Universe Iris Mittenaere arrived 
in Cairo on October 23 at the start of a 
week-long visit to promote tourism and 
support charity work in Egypt, with a tour 
that took her to Alexandria and Luxor as well. French Iris Mittenaere started her trip with a 
press conference in Cairo to announce her schedule, with officials from the Tourism Ministry 
and the French embassy in Cairo attending. Mittenaere took part in a charity event in Luxor, 
organized by Egypte Terre d’Espoir. The charity offers educational services to underprivileged 
children in Luxor, including pottery apprenticeships. Egypte Terre d’Espoir also provides food 
and medical services to poor families. A gala dinner was held at the French embassy in honor of 
the charity in which Miss Universe will be participating. Mittenaere, 24, won the 65th edition 
of the annual Miss Universe contest hosted by the Philippines in January 2017. She edged out 
Miss Haiti, the first runner-up, and Miss Colombia, the second runner-up, to win France’s first 
Miss Universe title since 1953.

20 year old Farah Sedky was crowned Miss Universe Egypt 2017 by the reigning Miss 
Universe, Iris Mittenaere from France, in what would have been one of her final duties as Miss 
Universe. 
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For the first time in the history of squash, Egyptian husband and wife Ali Farag 
and Nour El-Tabyeb won US Open singles on the same day. Nour El-Tayeb beat her 
compatriot Raneem El-Weily 3-2 in the Women’s final, while her husband Ali Farag 
beat his fellow Egyptian Mohamed El-Shorbagy 3-0 in the men’s final. El-Tayeb’s 
win of US Open is the first ever for an Egyptian female player, having beaten her 
compatriot El-Weily after a breathtaking game 3-2, while Ali Farag became the fifth 
Egyptian player to clinch the trophy.

Nour & Ali first ever married couple to win the trophy

US open:
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Nour El-Sherbini retains 
Carol Weymuller Open for third 

time in a row 

Egyptian Nour El-Sherbini, World Women’s 
No. one, has won the Carol Weymuller Squash 
Open for the third time in a row. Carol Weymuller 
Open is a squash tournament for women held 
annually in Brooklyn, New York, USA. The 
tournament that took place from October 19 to 
23 October, 2017 in the USA saw el-Sherbini 
beat New Zealand’s Joelle King 3-0 in the 
final, in a total repeat of the 2015 final when 
Nour won the trophy for the first time then. In 
2016, El-Sherbini thrashed her British finalist 
Alison Waters 3-0 to retain the title. 

    Egypt female Kata team wins gold in World 
U21 Championship in Spain

Egypt female Kata team has made an outstanding performance at the World Cadet, Junior & 
U21 Championships that took place in Tenerife, 
Spain from October 25 to October 29, 2017. 
Egyptian girls shocked Spain and won the final by 
split decision 3-2 to win gold in the competitions. 
President of the Egyptian Federation Ayman 
Abdel Hamed Farghaly, reflected on Egypt’s 
excellence in the tournament, saying “I am so 
proud of all of them. We came here to compete 
in order to contribute to WKF’s success in 
raising the level of Karate. It is great to know 
that Karate is progressing so much in countries 
like mine and I hope that we will see Egyptian athletes in Tokyo 2020.” 
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Egypt’s Zamalek beat Esperance de Tunis 31-29 in the 
final to win African Handball Champions League title 

for the tenth time. Zamalek and 
Esperance were tied 25-25 before 
the Cairo’s giants managed to 
finish the game 31-29 in extra 
time to clinch their tenth title. 
Al-Ahly won bronze medal 
after beating the Tunisian side 
of AS Hammamet 23-21 in the 
tournament that was hosted in 

Tunisia. Zamalek won the first championship in 1979 in 
Cairo, Egypt and the team again won the cup in 1980, 1981, 
1986, 1991, 2001, 2002, 2011, and 2015; while Al-Ahly 
clinched the trophy in 1985, 1993, 1994, 2012, and 2016.   

Zamalek, king of African handball 

for 10th time


